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The Tank: Center for Sonic Arts
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 This piece is designed for performance on either a solstice or equinox. Due 
to the likelihood of extreme temperatures on solstices, equinoxes would make for 
more comfortable conditions in the Tank. 
 Though conceived for the Tank, Time Out of Mind can be performed in other 
locations at any time of year with the Tank gamelan replaced by bells held by the 
chanters to mark their patterns as they step in procession.

 Be sure to allow ample time beforehand to place the magnets on the floor 
and move the gamelan in place as specified in the setup instructions.

 Time Out of Mind: The chanters/singers for East, South and West are to select 
a prayer, chant, or mantra of their choice to fit within the space of their pattern. 
PDF files are provided so chanters may print charts and write in their own text so 
long as it focuses on compassion. North will chant the Sanskrit mantra of 
Avalokitesvara ‘Om mani padme hum’ in triplets per second to set the precedent 
that all the chosen prayers should be focused on compassion. 

  This piece is to begin exactly four minutes before high noon, at precisely 
60 beats per minute. This will coincide with the movement along the wall of the 
spectrum cast by Peter Erskine’s prism in the ceiling of the Tank so that the 
downbeat of the second movement occurs when his spectrum aligns at the noon 
demarcation.

 The gamelan player is responsible for keeping and conducting a visual sense 
of time for the chanters. As the audience enters and the chanters take their places 
at the cardinal points, the lowest gamelan pipe is struck intermittently to set the 
ambience, being sure to begin at exactly 11:56 a.m.

 Standing outside of the circle, the chanters wait for the gamelan player to 
conduct the cue to begin. They step onto their cardinal point on the downbeat and 
begin a procession of one step per beat (i.e. per second) clockwise along the 
magnets on the floor while chanting. The pattern will take them around the 
circle four times, once per minute.

 Between Dualities: This movement is predicated on analyses of the set class 
of the pitches of the four lowest gamelan pipes. All chanters should move from 
the cardinal points and stand in a tight semi-circle in front of the gamelan pipes. 
When finished, move back to the cardinal points to begin the procession for 
Now Rise.

 Now Rise: After each chanter has sung the melody once, they begin to 
encourage the audience to join the procession and improvise freely with the 
chanters. They will be informed of this in their programs. The chanters should 
begin to riff on the melodic theme, but maintain the form by rotating the melody 
and exhaling in the designated moments. The gamelan plays the ostinato throughout. 
Conclude when it feels appropriate.

Performance Notes

© Cosmophonia 2018



Composed by Elaine diFalco

 Solstitium e Aequinoctium is a ritual, sonic meditation, and musical composition 

for the caretakers, friends, and visitors of the Tank: Center for Sonic Arts in

Rangely, Colorado. People of diverse backgrounds and worldviews come together

in the Tank and find a shared interest in the phenomenon of the visceral and

psychological affect of its magnificent acoustic character. 

 The ritualistic and communal aspects of this composition are intended to 

facilitate focus on the connection we share of how we experience time by observing

the cycles of our planet on its orbit around the Sun. There are moments where time

is measured using the ancient Babylonian sexigesimal system of quantifying time.

There are also moments where time is unmeasured and the space is pregnant with 

possibility for the musicians. In the final movement, the audience is encouraged

and invited to join the playful procession around the Tank to instill a sense of 

holistic community. By creating a structure where all are invited to participate 

if they so desire, it may incite people to place their sounds with care as they 

listen to the collective group and find their voice within it.

Program Notes

In Loving Memory of Pauline Oliveros
Solstitium e Aequinoctium
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1. Locate the cardinal points and place the appropriate magnets exactly 5 feet 
from the wall. (This should be 15 feet from the center.)

2. Secure one end of a 15 foot cord from the center of the tank (directly under 
the hanging microphone cable). Stretch the cord to one of the cardinal points.

3. Pivoting from the center, swing the cord approx. 1 foot 6 inches away from the 
cardinal point and place a magnet on the floor. Repeat all the way around until 
all 60 steps are marked, making sure that there is a large magnet every 5 steps 
like the face of a clock.

4. Place the gamelan pipes in the center of the Tank. the player faces north.

5 ft

15 ft

1ft 6in
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1. Determine the location for the center of your circle and the length of its radius.
Cut a rope or string to the length of the radius.

2.locate the cardinal directions and place markers at the perimeter of the circle.

3. Determine distance between steps: 2r · sin(6÷2) where ‘r’ is your radius.

4. Secure one end of the string from the center point and stretch the string 
to one of the cardinal points.

5. Pivoting from the center, swing the string the distance calculated from step 3
clockwise away from the cardinal point and mark the ground. Repeat all the way 
around until all 60 steps are marked, making sure that there is a larger mark
every 5 steps like the face of a clock.

Time Out of Mind
Setup Instructions

For locations other than the Tank: Center for Sonic Arts

In loving memory of Pauline Oliveros
From Solstitium e Aequinoctium
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Time out of Mind

Spatial view

West, 5 Measure Pattern

South, 4 Measure Pattern

East, 3 Measure Pattern

North, 6 Measure Pattern

These concentric spirals show where people are 
physically located when their respective 
patterns repeat. They will hear a strike on a 
gamelan pipe assigned to their pattern at 
those moments.



Polymetric view
These concentric spirals show the overlap of
different patterns and when they have gamelan
strikes on the same beat. The spikes along the 
circumference perimeter indicate the
delineation of the measures.

West, 5 Measure Pattern

South, 4 Measure Pattern

East, 3 Measure Pattern

North, 6 Measure Pattern

Time out of Mind
Composed by Elaine diFalco
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Approx.	q =	60	Very	Rubato;	gradually	leading	into	III
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Begin	stepping	clockwise
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∑
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∑

III.	Now	Rise
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On	repeats,	invite	audience	to	join	procession.	Begin	improvising

on	the	theme,	maintaining	original	order	and	form,	always

placing	exhalations	and	chords	in	the	proper	place.	Repeat

playfully	as	desired.
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Repeat	playfully	as	long	as	desired
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